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TheHonoiableNestoi Gaiua,Chait
andMembeisoftheBudgetCommittu~

‘Flonolulu City Council c~
530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu, 1-iawaii 96813
Fax: 527-6910

DearChair GarciaandCouncilrnembcrs:

Re: ExecutiveBudgetJ3iU 15 CD!

1 urgeyou to maintaintheMayor’s Office ofEconomicDevelopment.Pleasedo notenact
budgetcuts for suchuniquedepartments.OED is importantto theethniccommunitiesthat
weserve.Refugees,immigrantsandlow-incomecommunitieshaveno othermeansto
perpetuatetheircultureandpasson certainimportantaspectsof theircultureto theyounger
generationotherthan throughprojectsfundedby OED.

OEDhasassistedus in holdingethnicfestivalssuchastheNew YearWater Festival, il-ic
FloatingLanternFestival,theFishReleasingFestivaloverthepastseveralyears. Theseare
vital to thepeoplewhoseancestrycomesfrom SoutheastAsia. TI-ic festivalswereattended
by at least300 to 500 peopleateacheventbringingtogethergenerationsthroughcultural
settings. Without OED’s supportwewouldn’t beableto hostsuchevents.

The Pacific GatewayCenter(PGC) is a 501(c)(3) privatenon-profit corporationestablished
in 1973 in responseto the heavyinflux ofAsian andPacific islandimmigrantsand refugees
to the state of Hawai’i. Our mission, “to empowerHawai’i’s low-income residents,
immigrants and refugeesto achieve self-sufficiencythrough skill-building and accessto
opportunitieswhile respectingcultural heritages.”Assisting our communityto perpetuate
and preservetheircultureis an importantcomponentof our mission. Eachyear PGCserves
approximately6000 people through the core servicesof social services, employment
training andplacemcnt,economicdevelopmentandcommunitybuilding.

OEDprovidesresourcesandsupportsprojectstargetedat the local Oahucommunity. No
otherentityprovidesthis serviceor resource,not eventheState.OEDenhancesthevisitor
industlyin additionto assistingtheethniccommunities.OED shouldbe providedan
increasein theirbudget.Othercountieshavemadetheir equivalentdepartmentof OED the
cornerstoneoftheirrevenuegenerationefforts. Insteadat theCity andCountyof Honolulu,
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theBill 15 CD1 plansto eliminatethedepartment.Giventheeconomicchallengesfacedby
ourcommunityandtheislandofOahu,OEDhasmanagedto leverageits verymodest
budgetto fundeventsandprojectsthathaveenrichedthesocialandeconomicwell beingof
ourcounty.Weurgeyou to maintaintheMayorsOffice of EconomicDevelopment.

Thankyou for theopportunityto providethis testimony.

Sincerely,

Tin Myaing Them,Ph.D.
ExecutiveDirector.
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